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GOLD COUNTRY BASE

Our purpose is "Perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their
lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their
dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motiva-
June 2026 tion toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to
VOL MMXXVI Issue 04 the United States of America and its Constitution.

MEMURIAL DAY

HONORING AND REMEMBERING
OUR HEROES

GDLI] BUUNTRV BASE

GOLD COUNTRY B AsE

SACRAMENTO" CALIFORNA.

Memorial Day at
Bass Pro and Mather
VA Medical Center
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We had another great day at Bass Pro Day this past
Memorial Day weekend. We had lots of Veterans
visit our submarine float displayed in front of the

Bass Pro Shop in Rocklin. | am so proud of the float A

and the energy our members spend putting the dis- '

play up and greeting the Veterans and the many

families with kids that stop by and ask “Can you really get inside that
submarine?” Special shout out to our Hot Dog chef - Mike Goble who
cooked a least 200 “gourmet tube steaks”

Our float was the center of attraction at the Mather VA Hospital
Memorial and our leader Pete Juhos gave a wonderful speech and it was
well received by all. Big thanks to Pete again!

We have a busy next couple of months coming up and | have listed our
planned activities below:

4™ of July Parade in Lincoln — Saturday 4™ of July — Details to follow.
Security support for Rotary event - Friday - September 18

Manning support for Rotary Fireworks booth - June 28th to July 4" —
Sign -up sheet to follow.

California Capital Airshow - Saturday and Sunday - October 10th and
11th. Further details will be shared as we receive them.

God Bless You All!!
Next Meeting — July 25, 2026

Les Jamison - Base Commander




Gold Country Base Officers

Base Commander
Kaps4Kids Coordinator
Les Jamison
Qualified 1969
USS Greenfish 55351
Holland Club
(407) 509-7814
basecommaner@goldcountrybase.org

Vice Commander
Awards Chairman
SubVet Check-in Chair
Mark Elftmann
Qualified 1975

USs William H Bates SSN 625
(916) 243-9265

mark elf@me com

Base Secretary
Diana Clay
Associate Member

(916) 832-0936
dianac5353@ gmail.com

Base Treasurer
Membership Chair
Bill Sugnet

Qualified 1989
USS Augusta SSN 710
(916) 934-9277

me @billsugnet.com

Chief of the Boat (COB)

Gene Ratto
Qualified 1978
Uss Abraham Lincoln
SSBN 602
(279) 600-9400
gene_rattol@comcast.net

Base Chaplain
Howard Grover
Qualified 1963 uss
Spikefish S5 404
Life Member
Holland Club
(209) 245-4067 hgrover@jps.net

Base Photographer

Bill Barron
Qualified 1970
USS Haddock 55N 621
Holland Club
(530) 863-0987

willy621@yshoo.com

| Newsletter Editor/PAO
J. Barry Wyatt
Qualified 1965

USS Henry Clay SSBN 625
Life Member
Holland Club

(916) 600-1425
sacsubvet6s@gmail.com

Holland Club
Commander
Base Historian
Lenard Lee
Qualified 1961
USS Salmon 55573
Life Member—Holland Club
(510)928-8500 len@trawlers.com

Eagle Scout
Coordinator
Gil Miller
Qualified 1963
USS Becuna S5 319
Life Member Holland Club
(916) 354-1008
beowaweman319 @ gmail com

Guest Speakers
Coordinator
Naval Youth Liaison

Chad Clay
Qualified 1965
USS Daniel Boone SSBN 629
Life Member Holland Club
(916) 502-1623 chdclay@gmail.com

Parade Float Manager
John Kelly
Qualified 1976

USS Pogy SSN 647
Life Member
{916) 989-8500
thebark@ gmail.com
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Storekeeper
Jerry Wentland
U.S Army

Associate Member

(530) 613-6729
wentlandn2014@gmail.com

SubVet Support
Group Coordinator
Penny Jamison
Associate Member

(352)598-9611
pjamison1050@gmail.com

First Call to Morning
Chow Coordinator
Harold Fisher

Qualified 1965
USS Medregal AGSS 480

Life Member Holland Club
[916) 782-5748 navigator@surewest.net

Web Master
Events Coordinator

Ed McCarthy

Qualified 1983USS
Bergall 55N 667
Life Member
{916) 995-5195

eddie105@yahoocom

. USSVI Western District 5
Commander

J. Barry Wyatt
Qualified 1965

' USS Henry Clay SSBN 625

Life Member Holland Club

(916) 600-1425

sacsubvete5@gmail.com

i

USSVI Western
Region Director
Pete Juhos

Qualified 1980

USS Bergall SSN 667
Life Member

{916) 208-0667 dsv3.ss@gmail.com
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Lost Boafts

USS S-28 (SS-133)

Lost on July 4, 1944
with the loss of 49
crew members. She
was conducting train-
ing exercises off Ha-
waii with the US Coast
Guard Cutter Reliance.

After S-28 dove for a practice torpedo approach, Reliance lost contact. No
distress signal or explosion was heard. Two days later, an oil slick was found
near where S-28. The exact cause of her loss remains a mystery.

USS Robalo (SS-273)

Lost on July 26, 1944
with the loss of 81 crew
members while on her
3rd war patrol. She
struck a mine about 2
miles off the coast of
Palawan. Four men sur-
vived and swam ashore,
then were imprisoned by
the Japanese. Unfortunately, they were put on a Japanese destroyer

> -

and lost when that destroyer was sunk.

USS Grunion (SS-216)

Lost on July 30, 1942 with the
loss of 70 crew members while
on her first war patrol near
Kiska Harbor. She radioed that
she sank two sub-chasers and
damaged a third, but was never -
heard from again. Grunion’s
mangled remains were found in ‘
the Bering Sea in 2006 offthe
Aleutian Island of Kiska.




Birthdays

June

David Black

Gill Miller

On The Lighter Side

(PUT THE K’ CUP THANK GOODNESS
IN BEFORE YOU Y0U SHOWED UP

Y HIT 'BREW, DID WHEN Y0U DID.

YOU CHECK THE
WATER LEVEL? :

——

$THERE 1 NO JOB SO SMALL THAT IT CAN'T BE MICROMANAGE D.}
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Gold Country Base would not be able to continue to
operate without the generous contribution from
those Members, Wives and Friends who donate to

Gold Country Base Booster's

Bill Barron* Alonzo Brewster Ken Earls*
Mark Elftmann* = Harold Fisher*
Burna Jamieson * Les Jamison*
Penny Jamison Pete Juhos* Lenard Lee
Alvin Lehman* Matt Lettau*
James Maclean* John Mannix*
Tom Moniz* Harry Pagett Joe Ryan*
Nick Sadowy* Bill Sugnet* Barry Wyatt*
*Multi-Year Donors

Booster Fund Support Needed
Gold Country Base has always taken pride in
honoring our heritage, supporting our ship-
mates, and keeping our traditions alive. To con-
tinue doing that, we need your help.

If you are able, please consider making a Boost-

er Fund contribution. Every donation — large or

small — directly supports our mission and helps

ensure we can continue honoring the legacy of
the submarine service.

VA Information

VA to invest all-time high
of nearly $5B to improve

health care infrastructure.
WASHINGTON - The Department of
Veterans Affairs today announced it
will spend $4.8 billion in fiscal year
2026 to modernize, repair and improve
health care facilities as part of the Vet-
erans Health Administration’s Non-
Recurring Maintenance program,
which makes infrastructure improve-
ments to health care facilities to ensure
safe and effective patient care.

This is the largest single-year NRM in-
vestment in VA’s history.

The NRM program funds one-time
maintenance projects for facilities,
equipment or infrastructure that are
not part of routine, recurring mainte-
nance. These projects include signifi-
cant maintenance, replacements or up-
grades needed to maintain operational
capability and advance health care de-
livery.

“Under President Trump, VA is putting
Veterans first, and this historic invest-
ment underscores that fact,” said VA
Secretary Doug Collins. “Improved fa-
cilities, equipment and infrastructure
mean better care for Veterans, and
these funds will enable VA to achieve
that goal.”

The funding will cover projects at VA
facilities across the nation and includes:
$2.8 billion to repair and upgrade out-
dated infrastructure systems in medical
facilities. $1 billion for maintenance and
modernization of electronic health rec-
ord systems, including facility prepara-
tion for future EHRM updates. $500
million for major building upgrades
like elevators, electrical systems, and
boiler plants.
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Gold Country Upcoming Events

Help us with this Base fund-

LS
ROta ry ("©.‘) raiser. Contact Les to reserve
b of Historic Folsom your time slot. (407) 509-7814

Fireworks Stand
Gold Country Base Volunteer Singup

Day Time Name Phone
Sun 6/28 6pm-9pm
Tue 6/30 6pm-9pm
Fri7/3 3pm-6pm
Fri7/3 3pm-6pm
Fri7/3 3pm-6pm
Sat7/4 3pm-6pm
Sat7/4 3pm-6pm
Sat7/4 6pm-9pm
Sat7/4 6pm-9pm
Sat7/4 6pm-9pm

tm:a[n Ca[tiornta

I ULY

Parade

Lincoln 4™ of July Parade

Friday July 4th
Arrival time 0700 for Float Set-up.

Parade Starts 0900

Meet at Burger King 115 Lincoln Blvd, Lincoln
Parade Uniform: Vest, White Shirt & Tie, Dark Shorts or Slacks, Shoes & Ball Cap

More information contact: Jack Everett’s 916-214-4608 or Les Jamison’s 407-509-7814.
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USSVI National & Regional Events

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS COME JOIN YOUR SHIPMATES
USSV| 2026 OMNI HOTEL FROM AROUND THE WORLD IN

NATIONAL CONVENTION | seeremser 6. 2026 THIS ANNUAL EVENT!

whispers
an't han

Agc}the Sailor whispers back,
— ~I.Am The Storm"”
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Join Us On Facebook
USSVI-Gold Country Base

June 2026

-

“Clear the Baffles” is the
official newsletter of the
Gold Country Base of the
United States Submarine
Veterans Inc. Published
semi monthly. Please
submit ideas or articles
to the publisher Barry
Wyatt at sacsub-
vet65@gmail.com or
contact me by phone at
916-600-1425




